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Niccolò Machiavelli is an influential but controversial figure in History. Soon
after he died, many scholars accused him of his standing up for the political means
which may be immoral. However, many great thinkers such as Karl Marx and
Benedetto Croce regarded him as a man separated the politics from the ethics. Owing
to the remarkable study of Isaiah Berlin in 1953, people have realized that
Machiavelli’s main contribution was not separating the politics from the ethics but
differentiating one ideal of life or one ethics from another. In the sight of Berlin,
Machiavelli was a defender of the traditional virtues of ancient Rome. Since then
Berlin's point of view have been universally accepted. But there are some recent
studies attempting to challenge Berlin's opinions.This article attempts to reexamine
Machiavelli’s ideas about the Christian morality and the Roman pagan morality. I
found that Machiavelli’s moral ideal is a combination of the Christian morality and
the Roman pagan morality. I also found a moral republic of Machiavelli which
consists of liberty, law and virtù. We could learn from Machiavelli that there is no
moral ideal which is perfect and complete. The insistence on the purity of any moral
ideal is very harmful. We could also prevent people with evil intents from making use
of Machiavelli who can easily be misunderstood. Finally, we could tell people that the
participating in politics is an indispensable part of the good life because we are by
nature political animals.




















































ⅰ.Research Background and Significance.........................................................1
ⅱ.Literature Review.............................................................................................4
ⅲ.Research Logic and Methods........................................................................ 11
Ⅰ.Virtù in Machiavelli's Context....................................................................13
ⅰ.The Meanings of Virtù in Machiavelli's Context.........................................13
ⅱ.Virtù and Christian Morality........................................................................16
Ⅱ.Machiavelli's Criticism and Praise on Christian Morality...............18
ⅰ.Morality in the Era of Machiavelli............................................................... 18
ⅱ.The Political Consequences of Christian Morality......................................20
ⅲ.The Positive Values of Christian Morality...................................................22
Ⅲ.Machiavelli's Praise and Criticism on Republican Virtue................25
ⅰ.Republican Virtue in Machiavelli's Context................................................25
ⅱ.The Dangers beneath Republican Virtue.....................................................30
Ⅳ.Liberty, Law and Virtù：the Moral Republic of Machiavelli.........35
ⅰ.Liberty: the Core Political Value.................................................................. 35
ⅱ.Rule of Law: the Key Means of Governance............................................... 38
ⅲ.Virtù: the Mainstream Moral Value.............................................................39
Ⅴ.Evaluation of the Moral Republic of Machiavelli................................44
ⅰ.Significance of the Moral Republic of Machiavelli..................................... 44























































































































⑤ Soll J. The Reception of The Prince 1513–1700, or Why We Understand Machiavelli the WayWe Do[J]. Social
Research: An International Quarterly, 2014, 81(1): 31.
⑥ [英]昆廷·斯金那．马基雅维里[M]．北京：工人出版社，1985：16．
⑦ Zuckert C. Machiavelli and the End of Nobility in Politics[J]. Social Research: An International Quarterly, 2014,
81(1): 85.
⑧ Jurdjevic M. Virtue, Fortune, and Blame in Machiavelli's Life and The Prince[J]. Social Research: An


























































































① McCormick J P. Machiavelli's The Prince at 500: The Fate of Politics in the Modern World[J]. Social Research:
An International Quarterly, 2014, 81(1): xxxi.
② Soll J. The Reception of The Prince 1513–1700, or Why We Understand Machiavelli the WayWe Do[J]. Social
Research: An International Quarterly, 2014, 81(1): 1.
③ Soll J. The Reception of The Prince 1513–1700, or Why We Understand Machiavelli the WayWe Do[J]. Social








































































































































































































































































Degree papers are in the “Xiamen University Electronic Theses and Dissertations Database”. Full
texts are available in the following ways: 
1. If your library is a CALIS member libraries, please log on http://etd.calis.edu.cn/ and submit
requests online, or consult the interlibrary loan department in your library. 
2. For users of non-CALIS member libraries, please mail to etd@xmu.edu.cn for delivery details.
